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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 
Lavinia L. Dock, R.N., Department Editor 

AUSTRALIAN EVENTS 

RATHER unusual things are happening in Australian nursing 
affairs, though the causes of the things are very familiar and 
are everywhere the same. Working conditions, especially in private 
duty, are alienating many trained women from their old profession. 
The competition of the untrained women is menacing; hospitals and 
the medical profession give little support to the skilled nurses; 
economic conditions are unfair; and the women with the modern 
viewpoint and the new spirit recognize the necessity of uniting the 
economic motive with the older educational purpose. The existing 
National societies have striven to advance the latter, but have neg- 
lected the former purpose. A "Trained Nurses' Guild" has therefore 
been formed, and it intends to admit hospital pupils into membership, 
its distinct aim being to improve the economic life of nurses under the 
protection of the Labor Laws and Arbitration court, — aids far more 
advanced than anything we have in this country. The Guild is sim- 
ilar to the Professional Union of Trained Nurses in England. 

The extraordinary thing about it is that the Royal Victorian 
Trained Nurses' Association has taken an attitude of hostility to the 
Guild and has actually enforced the resignation of a nurse active in 
the Guild, though she had also been one of the founders of the Royal 
Victorian Trained Nurses' Association. We surmise that this clash 
has come about through the influence of medical members, who, to the 
continued surprise of nurses all over the world, are still elected to the 
executive positions of Australian societies except the Guild, which is 
to be self-governed. It is this influence too, which prevents Australia 
from entering the International Council. For a long time we tried to 
believe that, as Australian women had the ballot, nurses and doctors 
might work together in nursing associations without medical domina- 
tion, but we deceived ourselves, and are going to do so no longer. We 
sympathize with the Guild, and if it can grow to national dimensions 
and remains a self-controlled body of nurses it may be admitted to 
the International. 

The affair seems more strange that, in every other country, the 
National Association has the economic basis as one of the chief aims 
and objects. Thus, the Professional Union of Nurses in Belgium, 
whence a friendly letter has just come, besides advancing the edu- 
cational ideal, intends to bring about the eight-hour day and other 

37 



38 The American Journal of Nursing 

improved working conditions. The Belgian nurses have also estab- 
lished a very pleasant club, with library, tea rooms, restaurant, dress- 
ing and rest rooms. 

ALL our sympathies are called forth by the news of our little Ko- 
rean sisters. Miss Battles' (one of Miss Maxwell's graduates) 
report for 1920 has just reached us from the Severance Hospital in 
Seoul. From it we cut these lines : 

While the independence movement was at its height our nurses felt they 
must also take an active part in showing the world their desire for freedom 
of their country, and unknown to us slipped out on the street and shouted with 
the others, "Long live Korea." Nine of our nurses were arrested, four were let 
out after three days, and five received sentences. A few weeks before their 
six months of imprisonment was finished, on the day of the Korean Prince's 
wedding, when the Government released hundreds of prisoners throughout the 
country, four of our girls were set free. 

Miss Esteb spent considerable time, throughout the year, with nurses who 
were arrested, going with them to give moral support when they were called to 
the court house, visiting the nurses in prison, seeing that they had food and 
clothing, and sending in such books as the officials would allow. Our nurses re- 
turned from prison with their faces and hands scarred as the result of frost- 
bites obtained in the unheated prisons during an unusually cold winter. They 
were able also to tell tales of torture and discomforts. They were weak and 
nervous and covered with itch after their long confinement. 

A terrible item also reached us of the sentence given to an Irish 
nurse patriot, who because of her Republican sympathies, was con- 
demned to ten years' penal servitude by the English. For our part 
we earnestly desire full independence for every invaded and op- 
pressed country, not forgetting Haiti and Santo Domingo, the motes 
in our own eyes. 

Mademoiselle Matter writes from France that she and her co- 
workers have taken a small house in Lille where they intend to begin 
on a modest scale, to develop a hospital and training school. Miss 
Matter is a French "Nightingale" of the Bordeaux school, and a 
Teachers College student. Miss Nutting has just lately seen her in 
Paris. 

TOO LATE FOR CLASSIFICATION 

New York: The New York Organization for Public Health Nursing 
will hold its annual meeting in Utica on October 25 and 26. This organization 
will meet in joint session, Tuesday evening, October 25, with the New York State 
League of Nursing Education and the New York State Nurses' Association. A 
very interesting and instructive programme has been arranged for the general 
meeting on Wednesday, October 26. 

Pennsylvania: The Graduate Nurses' Association of the State of 
Pennsylvania will hold its annual convention in York, November 8-10. An 
outline of the programme will appear in the November Journal. 



